subtracted from the total stock:—is one ol the three stages in managing excess plutonium resulting from arms reductions; it is treated in a separate section below.
Monitored Storage of Excess Fissile Material
Similarly, the commitment of excess fissile materials to peaceful use or disposal and the monitoring of storage and disposition to confirm that commitment—the means by which fissile materials are subtracted from the stocks available for military use—are fundamental to the subject of this report and are discussed in Chapter 5.
Monitoring Assembly
Keeping track of dismantlement is intended to provide an understanding of subtractions from the declared stockpile of nuclear weapons. In order to know the net subtraction from the stockpile, it would be necessary to monitor assembly as well, though assembly might be subject to somewhat different procedures because of its possibly greater sensitivity. This issue is addressed below, in the discussion of dismantlement.
A Fissile Material Production Cutoff
Similarly, if agreed transfers of fissile materials to civilian stocks are to be a useful arms control measure, it is important to ensure that new military fissile materials are not produced to replace them. Combined with the monitored transfer of large quantities of existing materials to peaceful purposes, cutting off production of fissile material for weapons would provide a demonstrable sign of progress in arms reduction, capping and reducing the total potential size of the nuclear arsenals that could be produced. The United States has already stopped producing all fissile materials for weapons and has recently proposed a global convention ending such production. Russia has stopped producing HEU but continues to produce weapons-grade plutonium, and has expressed willingness to agree to a formal production cutoff.tockpile. Moreover, in the new environment in the former Sovi Union, with nascent democracies, strong political disagreements, and a new open press, it is more difficult to keep such secrets than it once was. Tl possibility of "whistleblowers" would provide an additional deterrent to larg scale violation. The recent case of a Russian chemist revealing a continuii Russian chemical weapons development effort—and then being arrested-indicates both the potential and the limits of this source of arms control veri: cation information.16
